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Press Release 2 November 2011

LACK OF AVAILABILITY OF PLANT PROTECTION PRODUCTS FOR
MINOR USES AND SPECIALITY CROPS IN EUROPE STILL A MAJOR
CONCERN

Following the great success of the 2009 conference, this year, on
November 7, the agri-food chain representatives will bring together an
even broader range of stakeholders to discuss minor uses and speciality
crops, looking at ways to improve the availability of active substances
for these products.

“Minor uses”’ particularly applies to fruits and vegetables, cereals, seeds, flowers
and plants that need a tailor made pesticide product for their protection, whether
it is for growing them, storage or transportation. There is a foreseeable reduction
in available solutions for their protection, posing difficulties for their cultivation.

Maintaining viable and permanent solutions for specialty crops and minor uses is
key for their competitive and sustainable production, representing both an
important part of the European agricultural economy and ensuring a varied,
healthy and nutritious diet for all.

This event is designed to raise awareness of this major problem. It will provide a
platform to share experiences among involved stakeholders and be an
opportunity to exchange views aimed at establishing common goals shared by the
food chain and regulators.

“This conference is a unique opportunity for the agri-food chain to align their
efforts and to exchange views with the policymakers as there is an urgent need to
introduce concrete solutions to ensure availability of pesticides for minor uses in
the next European Commission’s report” says Luc Peeters, chairman of the
phytosanitary group within COPA-COGECA and representing the ten agri-food
chain associations.

! Minor use is defined under the Regulation 1107/2009 on the authorisation of plant protection
products in article 3 as meaning the “use of a plant protection product in a particular Member State on
plants or plant products which are: (a) not widely grown in that Member State, or (b) widely grown to
meet an exceptional plant protection need”.



For the conclusions of this upcoming conference with video footage please

contact the people below:

Contacts:

AREFLH
Assemblée des Régions Européennes
Fruitieres, Légumiéres et Horticoles

www.areflh.com

Jacques Dasque
areflh@aquitaine.fr
+33 556 48 88 48

COCERAL Comité du Commerce des
céréales, aliments du bétail, oléagineux,
huile d'olive, huiles et graisses et
agrofournitures www.coceral.com

Gloria Gabellini
secretariat@coceral.com
+32(0)2 502 08 08

ECPA European Crop Protection
Association www.ecpa.eu

Euros Jones
Euros.jones@ecpa.eu
+32(2) 663 15 53

Kalila Hajjar
kalila.hajjar@ecpa.eu
+32(0)2 663 15 68

FRESHFEL  European Fresh  Produce
Association www.freshfel.org

Frédéric Rosseneu

info@freshfel.or:
+32(0)2 777 15 80

IBMA International Biocontrol
Manufacturers Association www.ibma-

global.org

David Cary
david.cary@ibma-global.org
+44 777 551 48 40

CELCAA European Liaison Committee of
Agricultural  and  Agri-Food  Trade
www.celcaa.eu

Bernd Gruner

info@celcaa.eu
+32(0)2 23003 70

ESA European Seed  Association
www.euroseeds.org

Garlich von Essen
vonEssen@euroseeds.orq
+32(0)2 743 28 60

COPA-COGECA European Farmers and European

Agri-Cooperatives www.copa-cogeca.eu

Pasquale Di Rubbo
Pasquale.DiRubbo@copa-cogeca.eu
+32(0)2 287 27 45

Amanda Cheesley
Amanda.cheesley@copa-cogeca.eu
+32(0) 2 287 27 90

PROFEL European Association of Fruit
and Vegetable Processors www.profel-
europe.eu

Susanne Meyer

smeyer@ageg.eu
+32(0)2 743 40 59

Union Fleurs International Flower Trade
Association www.unionfleurs.org

Sylvie Mamias
secgen@unionfleurs.org
+32 223106 38
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