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Looking back at 2014 and what we accomplished during 
that year, words like governance, communication and 
excellence come to mind. It was a very busy year for the 
COCERAL trading community and its talented staff, as you 
will see while in our activity report. We achieved goals and 
initiated new processes.

Last year was a critical period for COCERAL governance. 
After almost 25 years in operation, the group implemented 
a historic reform, devising a new method for calculating 
membership fees. It took three years of debate, simulation 
and discussions among members, but they finally endorsed 
the new formula, providing the association with a solid, 
transparent and fair system for calculating membership 
fees. The reform will prove increasingly valuable during 
the three-year implementation phase. In addition, direct 
membership for companies is now feasible. It will be 
governed by COCERAL’s internal rules and must comply 
with specific conditions. 

The value of being a member and the corresponding benefit 
to the decentralised trading community across the EU is not 
always easy to appreciate. The dichotomy between trading 
activities – characterised by rather fast market assessment 
and decisions – and regulatory processes – dominated by 
lengthy decision-making processes – does not make clear 
COCERAL’s impact on the sector represented, especially 
to operators outside the Brussels ‘bubble’. To that end, a 
comprehensive review of the communication policy was 
undertaken with the support of all members in order to 
differentiate between the immediate and deferred release 
of information, ensuring that information reaches the right 
recipients directly and quickly and facilitating appreciation of 
how the trading sector benefits from COCERAL’s activities 
in Brussels.

While our efforts to further stabilise and enhance the 
organisation’s internal operations were quite fruitful, 
COCERAL confirmed its presence and role at both EU 
and global level as the voice of the European grain sector 
through its excellence.   

COCERAL continued to lead the way in terms of GMO 
experience in an importing country and it further contributed 
to sharing lessons learned and recommendations on various 
occasions in Europe and in third countries. The reintroduction 
of import duties for maize kept our members busy applying 

COCERAL: achieving goals 
and initiating new processes

Paul Della Tolla
COCERAL President

Teresa Babuscio
Secretary General
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their talents over the summer period and beyond with a highly 
sensitive campaign on transparency targeting the authorities. 
In the area of plant protection products, including residues 
and fertilisers, the focus was twofold: firstly, the Agrosupply 
section, comprising distributors of agricultural inputs, saw its 
identity and activity moulded while intensifying dialogue and 
cooperation with the relevant industry. Secondly, COCERAL 
actively participated in the Agri-Food Chain Roundtable 
together with other stakeholders groups from the supply 
chain.

In the autumn and in parallel with the renewal of the European 
Parliament and the College of Commissioners, COCERAL 
was one of the founders of the Food for Thought platform 
(now called the Agri-Food Chain Coalition), together with 
key players from the agri-business. This initiative, calling 
for a shift in policy-making towards science, innovation 
and research, resulted in a timely and successful launch. 
Enhanced visibility and streamlined messages summarised 
in a very powerful document, together with a high-level 
initiative at the European Parliament, helped to boost 
COCERAL’s profile as a player promising significant future 
activity. In this case, the trade sector plays a vital role at 
various levels. 

Lastly, COCERAL contributed significantly to the re-
organisation of the International Grain Trade Coalition 
(IGTC), teaming up with colleagues from the trading sector 
around the world to make trade work. 

The above overview is just a glimpse of COCERAL’s many 
projects and achievements. The various approaches taken 
during the year will be illustrated in the report. 

All this is only possible with the invaluable input of our 
members and the dedication of our team in Brussels. Our 
members and our talented staff function as a solid unit; this 
is one of our key strengths. 

We wholeheartedly thank each and every one of them.

  Paul Della Tolla   Teresa Babuscio
COCERAL President    Secretary General
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Market & Agricultural 
Policy Section

How can we understand and work towards closing 
the EU protein gap in an efficient, sustainable and 
trade-friendly way? An exercise to quantify the EU’s 
production and demand for protein-rich material 
may help answer the question. 

The protein gap is an issue which the EU agricultural 
community has to address and which underlies so many 
policies affecting the grain trading sector. Protein-rich 
materials (e.g. crops such as soybean, or protein-rich 
products such as DDGS, corn gluten feed, oilseeds meals, 
etc.) constitute a significant share of EU imports and are 
provided by COCERAL members. Yet there are many non-
tariff barriers that prevent a consistent flow of such materials 
and ultimately affect the entire feed and food chain in the 
EU. Examples include the asynchronous authorisation of 
GM traits, differences in pesticides, allowed residues, and 
threats to biofuel production and hence to the availability of 
protein-rich co-products. 

Since we are so often faced with the question of quantifying 
this protein gap, COCERAL has launched an exercise to 
assess the production, trade in and demand for all protein 
sources in the EU. Cereals, oilseeds, pulses, corn gluten 
feed, DDGS, meals and roughages are all included in the 
exercise that we are carrying out with other key partners 
in the supply chain. The preliminary results for all products 
except for roughages were already welcomed by the 
European Commission and stakeholders at the Civil Society 
Dialogue meeting in the second half of 2014. In 2015 work 
will continue on analysing the availability and usability of 
roughages. 

Although the EU acknowledges the protein deficit and is 
encouraging production on EU territory (including via support 
for protein crop production and greening under the new 
Common Agricultural Policy), the same level of appreciation 
of the issue is not there when it comes to facilitating trade 
in protein-rich materials. The trade negotiations for TTIP 
(Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership) with the 
US are bringing this issue back into the spotlight, but 
it is not always a positive light. COCERAL is seizing the 
opportunity to stress the EU’s need for undisturbed trade 
flows, tackling issues such as GM authorisation, pesticide 
MRLs and sustainability policies within the context of TTIP.

Marcel Combot
Chair Market and Agricultural Policy
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Food and Feed Safety 
& Environmental Section

Jean-Michel Aspar
Chair Food, Feed 

and Environment Section

Jean-Paul Schepens
Chair Rice Section

EU needs a different approach to GMOs 

Enhanced synchronisation of GM authorisations 
and implementation of policies on managing Low 
Level Presence (LLP) are increasingly recognised 
by exporting and importing countries as vital to the 
movement of grains. Despite numerous initiatives led 
by trading partners’ governments to address these 
issues, EU politicians remain reluctant to participate 
more proactively and tackle the shortcomings of the 
EU’s current management of GM-related matters. 
In a globalised world facing stiffer competition, 
Europe appears inflexible in green biotechnology and 
unable to provide long-lasting, strategic approaches 
for seizing the opportunities offered by this rapidly 
changing environment.  

COCERAL is demanding a change in how the EU 
currently manages GM-related matters. Swift and 
strictly science-based policy processes are needed 
to remedy the current inefficiencies in how the EU 
manages GMOs. COCERAL – supported by the EU 
food and feed chain and its trading partners – initiated 
a massive campaign to promote the more efficient 
processing of applications for EU authorisation 
targeting all European Commission DGs and Member 
State governments. During the year, COCERAL 
worked to make EU policymakers more aware of the 
need for a more efficient GM policy process to enable 
the smooth operation of the international grain trade 
and ensure adequate supply to the EU food and feed 
manufacturing industry. Although challenges still lie 
ahead, we are confident that these efforts will be 
beneficial with respect to establishing a more science-
based, viable and long-lasting management of GMO 
matters in future.
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Enhancing safety requirements along the supply 
chain and maintaining a constructive dialogue 
with EU authorities

COCERAL plays an active role in ensuring that food 
and feed safety risks are properly controlled and 
that traded products comply with the relevant EU 
legislation. Driven by the need to a) confront climate 
challenges and risks affecting product safety, and b) 
develop procedures for controlling them, COCERAL 
is continuing the on-going process of updating the 
voluntary guide to good practice for the sector.

Initially adopted in 2010 by the European Commission, 
the EU Guide to Good Hygiene Practices for the 
collection, storage, trading and transport of cereals, 
oilseeds, protein crops, other plant products and 
products derived thereof was  successfully updated 
and submitted for endorsement in 2014. This process 
was revamped in the wake of the occurrence of high 
mycotoxin levels in 2013 (and again in 2014) and the 
need to update the Guide so it can provide guidance 
for the sector. 

The update was based on suggestions and contributions 
from Member States and on developments in food 
and feed safety risk management. The main items 
improved in the Guide – besides enhanced mycotoxin 
risk management and communication along the entire 
chain – are good practices for salmonella management, 
dioxin monitoring guidance and a general expansion 
to include co-products. Once officially adopted by the 
EU (finalisation planned for 2015) the updated Guide 
will be more useful than ever, supporting operators in 
their efforts to prevent or reduce the risks of biological, 
chemical and physical contamination.

Food and Feed Safety 
& Environmental Section
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Agrosupply Section
Strengthening the sector’s profile 
and forging alliances

The year 2014 brought several developments of legislative 
interest: preparations intensified for the finalisation of a 
Commission proposal to review the Fertiliser Regulation; 
the Plant Reproductive Material Proposal (published in 
2013) faced a review following its rejection by the European 
Parliament; and an impact assessment including a Public 
Consultation on Defining Criteria for Endocrine Disruptors 
was launched. 

By actively contributing to these processes, COCERAL 
ensured that the views and concerns of Agrosupply 
distributors were heard. Thanks to COCERAL’s input 
and engagement, the Commission recognised the 
importance of blended fertilisers and intends to provide 
for their continued existence under the revised legislative 
framework. COCERAL also shared its recommendations 
with the Commission with a view to a possible review of 
the Plant Reproductive Material Proposal, highlighting just 
how important it is to ensure the quality and health of the 
material distributed. 

The definition of criteria for Endocrine Disruptors will 
significantly impact the availability of plant protection 
products in Europe, particularly fungicides, which could have 
a major impact on the quality and availability of European 
crops. These possible implications were highlighted in 
COCERAL’s contribution to the Public Consultation.

Last year also saw enhanced dialogue with partners in the 
supply chain, both bilaterally and multilaterally, in order to 
strengthen the message of joint concerns. COCERAL has 
been promoting an initiative bringing together several other 
stakeholders in the agri-food chain with an interest in the 
evolution of the European policy and legislation on plant 
protection products. The group developed a position paper 
calling for a consistent policy on plant protection solutions, 
including minor uses.

David Caffall
Chair Agrosupply Section
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Olive Oil
A new common market organisation

In 2014, the olive oil sector saw the adoption of the 
delegated act on support programmes as needed to 
fully implement the new CAP regulation establishing 
a common market organisation (CMO) for agricultural 
products. Implementation of the CAP reform also 
highlighted potential tensions between competition 
law and the new rules for producer organisations, 
an issue the Commission will address by drafting 
guidelines to facilitate implementation of the rules. 

Negotiations on a new wording for the International 
Olive Oil and Table Olive Agreement, which was due 
to expire by the end of 2014, were not finalised in 
time. The members of the International Olive Oil 
Council (IOC) eventually decided to extend the 
terms of the IOC Secretariat for one year and to 
continue working on the wording under the auspices 
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development in early October 2015. 
COCERAL closely monitored developments at EU 
level, which included attending the first stakeholder 
consultation meeting on an Environmental Footprint 
Pilot for olive oil.  

Tullio Forcella
Chair Olive Oil Section
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GTP Certification
Robust, reliable programme for the food and feed chain

New and improved version 1.3A of the GTP Code 
published and important mutual recognitions renewed

GTP’s key achievements in 2014 were warmly welcomed 
by its stakeholders. The new version 1.3A of the GTP Code 
was released in April 2014 and successfully deployed 
starting in July 2014. This new version of the GTP Code 
triggers improvements in monitoring requirements, a review 
of the gatekeeper protocol, including minimum analysis 
requirements for unprocessed food and feed materials, 
and extended mandatory monitoring for the gatekeeper 
procedure applied to sourcing processed products from 
non-certified operators. In addition, an updated and clearer 
Chapter V on transport activities was included in the revised 
version of the Code, together with a new GTP decision tree 
on GTP transport certification, a new hazard factsheet and 
sample document references. 

Proper food and feed safety assurance is a high priority 
worldwide. In addition to the requirements laid down in 
the GTP Code, an Early Warning System document was 
developed by GTP, initiated in March 2014 and successfully 
implemented afterwards. The purpose of the document is 
the early detection and reporting of irregularities in feed and 
food ingredients and quick action and communication in 
collaboration with other stakeholders in the food and feed 
chain. 

In 2014, GTP management successfully finalised the process 
of renewing mutual recognitions with OVOCOM (Belgium) 
and GMP+ International (Netherlands). The renewal 
represents the consolidation of cooperation over the past 
years accompanied by a robust and efficient exchange 
of information, a more systematic sharing of expertise on 
technical issues and more harmonised procedures for crisis 
management involving certified companies.

GTP will continue ensuring an efficient flow of communication 
and cooperation between GTP-certified companies and 
approved certification bodies by providing continuous daily 
support and promoting the GTP scheme in Europe. This 
will boost trust along the food and feed chain and ensure 
that GTP remains a reliable and a robust food and feed 
certification scheme partner.

Klaus Lewinski
Chair GTP Harmonization Committee
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Events on the Spotlight
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Audit Report
REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR 
ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
AS OF 31ST DECEMBER 2014 
TO THE MEMBERS OF COCERAL AISBL  
COMITÉ DU COMMERCE DES CÉRÉALES, 
ALIMENTS DE BETAIL, OLEAGINEUX, 
HUILES D’OLIVE, HUILES ET GRAISSES ET 
AGROFOURNITURES DE L’UE

We have the honour to report on the audit assignment COCERAL 
AISBL have entrusted us.

We carried out an audit of the financial statements related to the 
fiscal year ending 31st December 2014. Those statements have 
been prepared under the responsibility of the organisation’s 
management. It shows a balance sheet of 1.172.589, 28 € and 
a profit for the year of 1.528,20 €. 

The income decreased from 1.172.528,34 € to 1.120.994,34 €  
(-4,40 %) with regard to budget of 794.084,00 € and the expenditure 
decreased from 1.186.517,58 € to 1.119.466,14 (-5,65 %) with 
regard to budget of 792.800,00 €. 

Budget Balance sheet Balance sheet

2014 2014 2013

INCOME 794.084,00 1.120.994,34 1.172.528,34
EXPENDITURES -792.800,00 -1.119.466,14 -1.186.517,58
RESULT OF THE YEAR 1.284,00 1.528,20 -13.989,24
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Our audit has been carried out in accordance with the standards 
of the Institute of Business Auditors (Institut des Réviseurs 
d’Entreprises). These professional standards require our audit 
to be organised and performed in such a way as to obtain a 
reasonable assurance that the accounts included the balance 
sheet and the profit and loss account do not contain any 
significant inaccuracies in respect of the legal and regulatory 
provisions applicable in Belgium. The obligations imposed by 
the grants decisions by the different financials backers have 
also been complied with.

In accordance with these standards, we have taken account 
of the association’s organisation in terms of administration and 
accounting together with its systems of internal control. The 
managers of the association have responded with clarity to our 
requests for explanations and information. 

We have examined the adequacy of the evaluation rules and 
significant accounting estimations made by the association 
along with the presentation of the accounts as a whole. We 
estimate that this work provides a reasonable basis for the 
expression of our opinion.

In our opinion, the balance sheet and income and expenditures 
statement give a true and fair view of the association’s assets, 
liabilities, financial position at 31 December 2014 and the 
results of its operations for the end of the year.  

Brussels, 2nd March 2015.

 B.M.S. & C°  s.p.r.l. 
Represented by 

Annik BOSSAERT,
Réviseur d’Entreprises

 
 

 

The financial statements on page 22 and 23 were approved by the Board 
and authorised for issue on 26th of March 2015
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Financial Statements
BALANCE SHEET on 31 December 2014        
        
         2014     2013
               €           €
Intangible assets         430    3.410
Furniture and rolling stock             11.100             21.372 
Securities / Guarantees             56.759              56.591 
Other tangible assets               1.445      1.651  
        
FIXED ASSETS             69.734            83.025 
       
CURRENT ASSETS       
Securities / Guarantees      
Trade Debtors               35.351             71.707 
Sundry amounts receivables              8.429         981 
Investments (Petercam + placement OR)        448.170           471.648 
  Credit Institutions       577.249      659.905 
  Cash accounts       420       299    
Bank & Cash on Hand           577.669           660.204 
Deferred charges and accrued income           33.236               4.743 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS      1.102.855       1.209.283 
        
BALANCE SHEET           1.172.589,28      1.292.308 
        
LIABILITIES      
Long term liability                4.203               8.655 
Short term liability                4.452     4.316 
Provisions               66.753             96.827 
Trade Suppliers              16.705             18.614 
Sundry accounts payable               1.531     92.872   
Accrued Expenses and deferred income           27.832        21.435 
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES        121.475          242.717 
        
CAPITAL & RESERVE       1.051.114       1.049.591 
        
 TOTAL LIABILITIES           1.172.589,28       1.292.308 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURES ACCOUNT      
      
           2014       2013
                 €   €  
Turnover               546.722  569.897 
Other income                        561.056  586.779 
Other operating expenses            -510.913          -506.387 
      
OPERATING SURPLUS             596.865  650.289
      
Cost of remuneration            -563.836          -615.641 
Amortisation                -13.459   -22.833 
Other expenses               -22.926   -25.028 
      
OPERATING PROFIT                -3.355   -13.213
      
Income from securities               13.216    15.853 
Financial taxation              -962   -14.549 
      
PROFIT AFTER FINANCIAL ITEMS     8.899   -11.909
Extraordinary expenses      -1.980    - 
Extraordinary income                    - 
Income taxes from cash assets     -5.391     -2.079 

PROFIT (+) / LOSS (-)            1.528,20  -13.988
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