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FACTS


Processors of a value-added product;


Potential annual market for European farmers of around 11 million tonnes of malting barley;


3 300 000 hectares of land used for growing malting barley;


Around 8.8 million tonnes of malt (40% of the world total) are produced annually in the EU


Malt usage represents 22 million tonnes worldwide, 94% of which is for beer production, 4% for distillation and 2% for other food use;


EU represents around 50% of a growing world trade in malt, with around 2.2 mt (2007) of malt exported annually;


161 (2007) manufacturing companies (EU 27).





Committee of the Malting Industry 


of the European Union





Established in 1959, Euromalt represents the interests of the malting industry in the European Union.  





Through its various committees, Euromalt aims to represent and promote the interests of the EU malting industry at EU and international levels on issues that affect the ability of maltsters to source their raw materials and to manufacture, distribute and market their products.





The malting process


Barley has been malted for over 7 000 years.  The malting process is a natural process. The production of malt requires barley, water, air and heat. Maltsters produce a wide range of malts that differ in flavour, colour and many other qualities.  





The malting barley is soaked or steeped in water for one to two days raising the moisture content to about 44%.  The next step is the germination that lasts for about five days. During this stage, grain produces valuable enzymes and liberates starch. Heat is then applied in a malt kiln for one to two days.  The heat stops germination, brings moisture to about 5%, develops flavour and colour, and produces a stable product. Peat smoke can be used during kilning to produce characteristic flavours for certain whiskies.  The rootlets, naturally produced during germination, are removed from the finished malt, and are a valuable animal feed. Production of 1t of malt requires, on average, 1.27 t barley, 1.18 MWh of energy and 5 m3 water.











CHALLENGES


Maintain our position as the world’s leading malt exporter


Maintaining a level playing field with main competitors (AUS, CAN) in the field of Free Trade Agreements;


Attractive malting barley prices to farmers and re-establish the malting barley supply chain 


Meeting the challenge of the bio fuel competition.





      Combined nomenclature codes for malt:


1107 10 99 unroasted


1107 20 00 roasted


1107 10 19 wheat malt





Malt is an important value added agricultural product that is exported from the EU without export refunds. Europe enjoys climatic and logistic advantages with very competitive freight rates (container and bulk) to the main export destinations.  The EU malting industry is the leading malt exporter worldwide up to present, annually exporting around 2.2 million tonnes but some of its markets are at risk due to proliferating FTAs and bilateral agreements.





Euromalt Secretariat


98 rue du Trône – 4th Floor - B – 1050 Brussels


Tel: +32-2-502 08 08      Fax: +32-2-502 60 30


euromalt@grainindustry.com

















































































































